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Support our sustainability work in Minnesota
			DONATE



		Get Our E-newsletter
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		Green Events
				April 17, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event
	May 1, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event
	May 15, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event
	May 29, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event
	June 12, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event




See more events on our calendar, or submit your own event.
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		Green Tips
						
							Make Your Own Non-Toxic Cleaners
						
											
							Many of the chemicals found in the average store bought household cleaner are associated with health and environmental concerns. You can reduce your exposure to toxins at home by using fewer chemicals and making your own Non-Toxic Cleaners.

Non-Toxic Cleaner Recipes

						

					

						
							Check Windows and Doors for Energy Efficiency
						
											
							Here are some easy tips for Home Energy Savings:

	Leaky windows, doors and frames can let out the air you paid to heat or cool. Once a year, check the caulking around your windows, doors and joints to make sure everything is sealed tightly.
	Install weather stripping around any leaky windows and doors.
	If you use storm windows, check them each winter to be sure they provide a good seal and are not cracked.
	If you have only single glaze windows, you can purchase do-it-yourself plastic storms that just tape into place.
	If you use window air conditioners, take them out for the winter. If they are attached to the wall or too big to move, make sure they are well-covered with insulating material to avoid leaking a lot of your warm air.
	If you have a fireplace, install a glass door that reduces hot air loss.


						

					

						
							Think Twice About Bottled Water
						
											
							

If you live in an area with clean drinking water, fill a reusable bottle with tap water and bring it with you wherever you go to avoid buying bottled water. The U.S. sends 2 million tons of plastic water bottles to landfills each year—and producing those bottles requires oil and emits carbon dioxide. Some restaurants in the Twin Cities feel so strongly against bottled water that they refuse to sell it. Learn more.





						

					

						
							Contact Your State Legislator
						
											
							

As a constituent, you are your local legislators’ highest priority. Why not share your views with them and ask them to support your position? It may seem like your letters and emails will get lost in a deep, dark political hole, but don’t despair. Whether you call, fax, email or visit in person, this article offers tips on how to effectively communicate with your elected officials and get them to listen.





						

					

						
							Make an Action Plan
						
											
							

Wait. Scratch that. Don’t make your own list of simple things you can do today to make a positive difference for the climate—use ours! This list offers 20 easy things you can do that will help you and your family lighten your load on the environment, keep more money in your pocket, and inspire you to find even more ways to tread lightly on this earth.





						

					

						
							Green Your Child’s Lunch
						
											
							Home-packed lunches can be fun, healthy, and green, with very little time or money required. A child’s lunch, including organic fruit, requires less than five minutes on average to prepare and could cost as little as $1.00 per day-compared to over $2.25 for school lunch.

Try these suggestions to green your packed lunches, whether for children, adults, or picnics!

 

						

					

						
							Support Strong Towns
						
											
							

The automobile era spurred the expansion of highways and the fragmentation of natural habitats and communities. Now, the suburban American lifestyle had led to an obesity epidemic, high levels of resource consumption, and oil dependency. Strong Towns is a nonprofit that helps cities focus on resiliency instead of growth. Find out more.





						

					

						
							Support a Local Business
						
											
							

Did you know that roughly 73 cents of every dollar spent at a local business stays within the community, compared to 43 cents for non-local chain stores? When you buy from local businesses, you help that business employ community workers, support other local businesses, and contribute to the community’s overall health. Read more here about the benefits of buying locally.





						

					

						
							Get Engaged!
						
											
							

Individuals’ actions are important in setting sound policy, so become an engaged citizen. Whether you call your legislator’s office, testify in a legislative hearing or attend a rally, you can make your voice heard. Still doubt that you can make a difference? This article addresses couple common concerns about whether civic engagement is worth it.





						

					

						
							Plant a Rain Garden
						
											
							Many people do not realize that rain carries pollutants from our houses, yards, streets, sidewalks and parking lots to the nearest storm drain, leading directly to local lakes, streams and rivers. Rain gardens are designed to have a center depression to help rainwater seep into the soil. This infiltration helps recharge groundwater and reduces polluted runoff.

Check out our article on rain gardens to learn more.
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			Do It Green! Minnesota is currently undergoing a refresh, where we will be updating the layout and content of the website. In the meantime, feel free to browse the current website including our Green Living Articles, however note that many are now more than 5 years old, so the information may or may not be outdated.



We’re excited to be working on this, and look forward to sharing the new website with you soon!
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