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Support our sustainability work in Minnesota
			DONATE



		Get Our E-newsletter
			
    Email Address:
    

    





		Green Events
				April 17, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event
	May 1, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event
	May 15, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event
	May 29, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event
	June 12, 2024 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Toy Lending Event




See more events on our calendar, or submit your own event.
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		Green Tips
						
							Green Your Child’s Lunch
						
											
							Home-packed lunches can be fun, healthy, and green, with very little time or money required. A child’s lunch, including organic fruit, requires less than five minutes on average to prepare and could cost as little as $1.00 per day-compared to over $2.25 for school lunch.

Try these suggestions to green your packed lunches, whether for children, adults, or picnics!

 

						

					

						
							Start an Organics Recycling Program
						
											
							

Establishing an organics recycling program is a great way to reduce the amount of trash an organization or household disposes. Organics include all food waste and non-recyclable or food-soiled paper products and can make up approximately 25 percent of what we throw away. This article offers tips on how to start your own program.





						

					

						
							Start Backyard Composting
						
											
							Did you know that the average Minnesota household throws 15 pounds of compostable materials into the trash every single week? Composting is an easy and simple way to have an immediate personal impact by diverting trash from the landfill or incinerator. Backyard composting takes leaves, grass clippings, veggie scraps, coffee grounds, eggshells, and tissue and turns them into valuable compost that reduces the amount of water and fertilizer required for your yard and garden, improves soil quality and supplies essential nutrients for plant growth.

Learn more! 

						

					

						
							Check Out This Template for Action
						
											
							

Scientists say a global warming “tipping point” in the Arctic seems to be happening before their eyes. Sea ice in the Arctic Ocean is at its second lowest level in about 30 years. These news flashes are just some of our climate’s changes happening daily. You and your kids can help. Read more here, and then check out Climate Generations’s Take Action! Guide, which offers hands-on activities for grades 3-12.





						

					

						
							Host a Clothing Swap
						
											
							Swapping is a great way to eliminate waste and engage in reuse. Instead of throwing away items that you no longer want, you give them to someone who does, and instead of purchasing brand new items, you can reuse items you receive from others. Swapping can also be a way to provide items to people who cannot afford to purchase them, and it is a wonderful way to meet new people and build a sense of community.



Check out Swapping Made Easy for a full list of tips to hosting your own swap!

						

					

						
							Learn from Woodbury
						
											
							

Is it possible for one of the fastest growing cities in Minnesota to be sustainable? The City of Woodbury has committed to try. Since adopting its initial Sustainability Resolution in 2006, the City has progressed toward becoming a sustainable community through several initiatives. You can read more about them in here.  Can your city follow suit? 





						

					

						
							Unplug to Avoid Phantom Load
						
											
							Did you know that you have electronics in your home leaking electricity—electricity that you pay for—24 hours a day, 7 days a week? The power drain is called “phantom load,” and it is a big problem with a simple solution.

The easiest strategy is to use power strips to cut the power to your electronics. When you turn off a power strip, it stops phantom load leaks. Start with your entertainment center and home office where you can find the biggest leaks: televisions, game consoles and computers. Make sure your power strip is located in an easy-to-reach place so you can easily turn it on or off. Set up a power strip as a charger station where your family can plug in all their cell phones, PDAs and music players. Most importantly…turn it off when you’re not using it!

						

					

						
							Make an Action Plan
						
											
							

Wait. Scratch that. Don’t make your own list of simple things you can do today to make a positive difference for the climate—use ours! This list offers 20 easy things you can do that will help you and your family lighten your load on the environment, keep more money in your pocket, and inspire you to find even more ways to tread lightly on this earth.





						

					

						
							Practice Greener Pest Control
						
											
							Preventive and non-toxic pest control strategies are not only better for the environment and your wallet, but also human health. Before the advent of toxic aerosol sprays and poisons post World War II, many people used passive and more natural means to control pests by deterring and preventing their entry.

Find a list of green pest control ideas in our article on Pest Control, the Old Fashioned Way!

						

					

						
							Shop to Strengthen Our Food System
						
											
							Each time we choose to find out the source of our food, we not only learn about our food supply, but we also have the opportunity to make a choice. Turning over a package of food or checking out those little stickers on our apples can open our eyes to the size and scope of the food supply. Gardening, farmer’s markets, food co-ops, and community-supported agriculture (CSA)—all of these food sources are growing stronger with every new gardener, shopper, member-owner and subscriber! Having a personal involvement and connection to our food is part of what has been missing in our convenience- and price-driven diets. And this connection to our food could be what changes our food system.

Check out the full article to learn more!
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			Do It Green! Minnesota is currently undergoing a refresh, where we will be updating the layout and content of the website. In the meantime, feel free to browse the current website including our Green Living Articles, however note that many are now more than 5 years old, so the information may or may not be outdated.



We’re excited to be working on this, and look forward to sharing the new website with you soon!
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